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Bill Ending Illinois’ Tipped Wage Advances, But Prospects Are Uncertain Amid Pushback



Apr 4, 2024
Cole Longcor — Capitol News Illinois
0 Comments
[image: Karen Conn, president of Conn’s Hospitality Group in Springfield, speaks at a news conference April 3, 2024, at the Capitol. She said she will have to raise prices and cut employees’ hours and benefits if the state eliminates a tipped wage credit. (Cole Longcor / Capitol News Illinois)]

Current Illinois law allows employers to pay their tipped workers 60% of the state’s minimum wage. That amounts to $8.40 hourly, compared to the minimum wage of $14 per hour. If their wages plus tips do not equal minimum wage, the employer must make up the difference.
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[image: Karen Conn, president of Conn’s Hospitality Group in Springfield, speaks at a news conference April 3, 2024, at the Capitol. She said she will have to raise prices and cut employees’ hours and benefits if the state eliminates a tipped wage credit. (Cole Longcor / Capitol News Illinois)]


 


Chicago, Federal Agencies Ramp Up Security Training Ahead of August’s Democratic National Convention



Apr 4, 2024
Amanda Vinicky
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[image: CPD chief of counter-terrorism Duane DeVries speaks at an April 4, 2024, news conference on DNC security. (WTTW News)]

The Secret Service will be responsible for security at the United Center and McCormick Place and their containment areas. The Chicago Police Department is responsible for everything outside the venues, including management of protests.
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Preservationist-Backed Study Finds Promontory Point Rock Wall is Good for Another 100 Years as Efforts Continue to Fight Off Demolition



Apr 4, 2024
Patty Wetli
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[image: Promontory Point. (Eric Allix Rogers / Preservation Chicago)]

An independent engineering study has concluded Promontory Point’s limestone blocks are still functioning as ample shoreline protection, which refutes a longstanding position held by the Army Corps of Engineers.
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Suburban Nurse Sentenced to 2 Years in Prison for Stealing Morphine From Patients



Apr 4, 2024
Matt Masterson
0 Comments
[image: The Dirksen Courthouse is pictured in Chicago. (Capitol News Illinois)]

Sarah Diamond, 31, of Woodstock, pleaded guilty last year to a federal charge of tampering with a consumer product and was sentenced this week during a hearing in Chicago.
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When Voters Say ‘No’ to New Stadiums, What Do Professional Sports Teams Do Next?



Apr 4, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: Kansas City Chiefs fans gather outside Arrowhead Stadium before a NFL football game against the Oakland Raiders Sunday, Sept. 20, 2009 in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo / Ed Zurga, File)]

he defeat Tuesday of a three-eighths cent sales tax to fund a new downtown Royals ballpark and renovate the Chiefs’ Arrowhead Stadium was almost assuredly not the end of the matter. Other teams and cities have faced similar setbacks, and that hasn’t slowed a wave of stadium construction underway across the U.S.
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Powerball Jackpot Jumps to $1.23 Billion After Another Drawing Without a Big Winner



Apr 4, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: A Powerball lottery ticket is dipslayed seen inside a convenience store, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga. An estimated $1.09 billion Powerball jackpot that ranks as the 9th largest in U.S. lottery history will be up for grabs Wednesday night, April 3. (AP Photo / Mike Stewart, FIle)]

The jackpot, which now ranks as the eighth-largest in U.S. lottery history, has been growing for more than three months, reflecting the long odds of 1 in 292.2 million of winning the top prize. 
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[image: A Powerball lottery ticket is dipslayed seen inside a convenience store, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Kennesaw, Ga. An estimated $1.09 billion Powerball jackpot that ranks as the 9th largest in U.S. lottery history will be up for grabs Wednesday night, April 3. (AP Photo / Mike Stewart, FIle)]


 


Chicago Sees Uptick in Shootings, Homicides Through Month of March: Police



Apr 4, 2024
Matt Masterson
0 Comments
[image: (WTTW News)]

According to the Chicago Police Department, there were 46 homicides across the city last month, which marked a 28% increase over the same month in 2023.
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Beyoncé’s New Country Album Highlights How the Genre Has Long Been Shaped by Black Culture



Apr 4, 2024
Emily Soto
0 Comments
[image: Beyoncé’s “Cowboy Carter” album cover. (Credit: Blair Caldwell / Parkwood Entertainment LLC) ]

Black artists and culture have shaped the country genre for generations, pulling from the melodies of Black hymns and incorporating African instruments like the banjo. 
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Chicago Tonight: Black Voices, April 3, 2024 - Full Show



Apr 3, 2024
WTTW News
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[image: alt]

Anti-violence programs could be seeing more federal dollars. Exploring country music’s roots in Black culture. And the ex-chair of the state Prisoner Review Board speaks out after a tragic death.
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Former Chair of Prisoner Review Board Pushes Back Against Pritzker’s Criticism Following Killing of 11-Year-Old Boy



Apr 3, 2024
Paul Caine
0 Comments
[image: Former chair of the Illinois Prisoner Review Board Donald Shelton joins “Chicago Tonight: Black Voices” on April 3, 2024. (WTTW News)]

“It’s one thing to say that I think the judgment was in error,” Donald Shelton said in an exclusive interview with WTTW News. “It’s another thing to say that there was a lack of concern for a victim of domestic violence.”
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[image: Former chair of the Illinois Prisoner Review Board Donald Shelton joins “Chicago Tonight: Black Voices” on April 3, 2024. (WTTW News)]


 


In Chicago Speech, US Attorney General Merrick Garland Says Feds ‘Doubling Down’ on Funding for Violence Intervention Programs



Apr 3, 2024
Matt Masterson
0 Comments
[image: U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland speaks at the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Chicago on April 3, 2024. (WTTWW News)]

U.S. Attorney General Merrick Garland on Wednesday announced his department’s plan to spend $78 million to support community violence intervention programs and research in Chicago and across the country.
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Frankie Knuckles Remembered as ‘Guiding Force’ of House Music as 5,000 Vinyl Records Digitized



Apr 3, 2024
Angel Idowu
0 Comments
[image: A photo of Frankie Knuckles is on display at an event commemorating the digitization of his vinyl record collection. (Angel Idowu / WTTW News)]

Members of Theaster Gates’ Rebuild Foundation have been working to restore Frankie Knuckles’ vinyl record collection for the last eight years.
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Traveling This Summer? Avoid Packing These Items in Your Carry-On to Steer Clear of Delays, TSA Says



Apr 3, 2024
Eunice Alpasan
0 Comments
[image: During a news conference at Chicago O’Hare International Airport on April 3, 2024, TSA officers display prohibited carry-on items that can cause security checkpoint delays. (WTTW News)]

Get to the airport early and do your research ahead of time about what you can pack, TSA officials said.
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[image: During a news conference at Chicago O’Hare International Airport on April 3, 2024, TSA officers display prohibited carry-on items that can cause security checkpoint delays. (WTTW News)]


 


Lawsuit Seeks to Force Ban on Menthol Cigarettes After Months of Delays by Biden Administration



Apr 3, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: FILE - Menthol cigarettes and other tobacco products are displayed at a store in San Francisco on May 17, 2018. (Jeff Chiu / AP Photo, File)]

The lawsuit is the latest effort to force the government to ban menthols, which are disproportionately used by Black smokers and young people. It comes amid growing concerns from advocates that the federal plan could be derailed by election-year politics.
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[image: FILE - Menthol cigarettes and other tobacco products are displayed at a store in San Francisco on May 17, 2018. (Jeff Chiu / AP Photo, File)]


 


Johnson Picks 4 Developments to Launch Effort to Transform Chicago’s Financial District



Apr 3, 2024
Heather Cherone
0 Comments
[image: LaSalle Street in Chicago. (Michael Izquierdo / WTTW News)]

“Like many cities, we are in the process of recovering from the impact of the pandemic, resulting in vacancies, particularly our storefronts and offices,” Mayor Brandon Johnson said. “We have to respond to these changes. As a city, we have to do it in a creative and collaborative way.”
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Prosecutors in Donald Trump’s Classified Documents Case Sharply Rebuke Judge’s Unusual and ‘Flawed’ Order



Apr 3, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump speaks, Tuesday, April 2, 2024, at a rally in Green Bay, Wis. (AP Photo / Mike Roemer)]

In an unusual order, U.S. District Judge Aileen Cannon had asked prosecutors and defense lawyers to formulate proposed jury instructions for most of the charges even though it remains unclear when the case might reach trial.
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Severe Storms and Tornadoes Leave a Path of Destruction From Georgia to Kankakee County in Illinois



Apr 3, 2024
CNN
0 Comments
[image: Firefighters with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Kentucky, April 2, 2024. (Timothy D. Easley / AP via CNN Newsource)]

Sixteen tornadoes were reported Tuesday and Wednesday morning across Illinois, Kentucky, Ohio, Alabama, Tennessee and Georgia, along with dozens of damaging wind reports, including gusts topping 100 mph in Kentucky. The Illinois tornado was reported by a trained weather spotter Tuesday near Manteno in Kankakee County, according to the National Weather Service.
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[image: Firefighters with the Anchorage Middletown Fire Department check houses for gas leaks following severe storms that passed through Prospect, Kentucky, April 2, 2024. (Timothy D. Easley / AP via CNN Newsource)]
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4 Chicago Police Officers Fired at Dexter Reed 96 Times in 41 Seconds After He Shot Officer in Arm: COPA

[image:  Chicago police officers surround an SUV driven by Dexter Reed moments before shots are fired on March 21, 2024. (Civilian Office of Police Accountability)]
 
	
‘Watershed’ Moment for Chicago River System as Tougher Rules Take Effect for City’s Sewer Discharges

[image: A city of Chicago outfall at the Wild Mile floating wetland installation on the North Branch of the Chicago River. (Patty Wetli / WTTW News)]
 
	
Illinois Supreme Court Upholds Law Limiting Where Child Sex Offenders Can Live

[image: Illinois Supreme Court Justice David Overstreet is pictured in a file photo in the Supreme Court chamber. He authored a unanimous opinion upholding the state’s lifetime residency restrictions for child sex offenders. (Jerry Nowicki / Capitol News Illinois)]
 
	
State Republicans Killed an Indiana City’s Lawsuit to Stop Illegal Gun Sales. Why?

[image: Ragen Hatcher, a member of the Indiana House of Representatives from the 3rd district, poses for a photo at the Gary Sanitary District building in Gary, Ind., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (Nam Y. Huh / AP Photo)]
 
	
Reform Groups Say CPD’s Plan to Handle Protests Around DNC Violates First Amendment, Consent Decree

[image: Protesters and police officers wearing riot gear have a standoff near Daley Plaza on Saturday, May 30, 2020. (Evan Garcia / WTTW News)]
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