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Week in Review: Demands for Change at Prisoner Review Board; City Council Votes Against Punishment for Ald. Sigcho-Lopez



Apr 5, 2024
Paul Caine
0 Comments
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Mayor Brandon Johnson confidently reflects on one year in office. And Illinois Republicans want big changes to the state’s Prisoner Review Board after a convict is released and allegedly commits murder.
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A Fictional Chicago Political Family Searches for ‘Purpose’ in Steppenwolf World Premiere: Review



Apr 5, 2024
Angel Idowu
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[image: Harry Lennix, clockwise from left, Alana Arenas, Glenn Davis, Tamara Tunie, Ayanna Bria Bakari and Jon Michael Hill in Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s “Purpose.” (Credit: Michael Brosilow)]

“Purpose,” the new world premiere play from Branden Jacobs-Jenkins now running at Steppenwolf, is also a very specific story about a family rooted in Black American politics, featuring a Civil Rights activist, pastors and a congressman. 
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Traveling to Carbondale for the Eclipse? IDOT Says ‘Pack a 10-Gallon Tank of Patience’



Apr 5, 2024
Patty Wetli
0 Comments
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The Illinois Department of Transportation learned a lot from the traffic jam “hangover” that followed 2017’s solar eclipse: mainly to warn motorists to expect gridlock.
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An Earthquake Centered Between NYC and Philadelphia Rattles Much of the Northeast



Apr 5, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: People wait at the 8th and Market PATCO station because of a suspension of service on PATCO, so that crews can check the tracks follwing an earthquake, Friday, April 5, 2024, in Philadelphia. (Jessica Griffin / The Philadelphia Inquirer via AP)]

While there were no immediate reports of serious damage, officials were checking bridges and other major infrastructure, Amtrak slowed trains throughout the busy Northeast Corridor, and a Philadelphia-area commuter rail line suspended service out of what it said was “an abundance of caution.”
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Chicago Police Hosting Vehicle Safety Days to Help Prevent Thefts



Apr 5, 2024
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0 Comments
[image: (WTTW News)]

CPD said it works with private partners and businesses to aid eligible vehicle owners in obtaining steering wheel locks, catalytic converter etchings and other theft prevention information.
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Former Donald Trump Officials Among the Most Vocal Opponents of Returning Him to the White House



Apr 5, 2024
Associated Press
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[image: Secretary of Defense Mark Esper speaks Sept. 22, 2020, at the Pentagon in Washington. (AP Photo / Alex Brandon, File)]

As Donald Trump seeks the presidency for a third time, he is being vigorously opposed by a vocal contingent of former officials who are stridently warning against his return to power and offering dire predictions for the country and the rule of law if his campaign succeeds.
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Federal Report Finds 68,000 Guns Were Illegally Trafficked Through Unlicensed Dealers Over 5 Years



Apr 5, 2024
Associated Press
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[image: A security official walks in front of the entrance to the national headquarters of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives on Jan. 23, 2014, in Washington. (AP Photo / Charles Dharapak, File)]

The guns were used in 368 shooting cases, which are harder to investigate because unlicensed dealers aren’t required to keep records of their sales that could allow federal agents to trace the weapon back to the original buyer.
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Another Month of Robust US Job Growth Points to Continued Economic Strength



Apr 5, 2024
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[image: Construction workers work in Mount Prospect, Ill., Monday, Feb. 26, 2024. (AP Photo / Nam Y. Huh, File)]

Friday’s report from the Labor Department also showed that the unemployment rate dipped from 3.9% to 3.8%. The jobless rate has now remained below 4% for 26 straight months, the longest such streak since the 1960s. 
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Chicago Has Recorded 56 Cases of Measles This Year, More Than Half of the National Total



Apr 5, 2024
Emily Soto
0 Comments
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The Chicago Department of Public Health says they are fighting the spread through testing and vaccinations — particularly in the Pilsen migrant shelter where the majority of cases are emerging.
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Chicago Tonight: Latino Voices, April 4, 2024 - Full Show



Apr 4, 2024
WTTW News
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What Chicago is doing to combat a spike in measles cases. Everything you need to know about the solar eclipse that’s just days away. And a Venezuelan artist captures his journey to America.
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Venezuelan Migrant Depicts His Journey to Chicago in Series of Paintings



Apr 4, 2024
Joanna Hernandez
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[image: Artist Yeison Perez, 31, is a Venezuelan migrant whose work will be on display at Starting Point Community Church from April 5-6, 2024. (WTTW News)]

Last year, a Belmont Cragin pastor opened his church’s doors to house a group of migrants who were sleeping at a police station. One of the men has now created a series of paintings describing his journey to America. His artwork will be on display this weekend.
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Chicago Police Continued to Target Black, Latino Drivers With Flood of Traffic Stops in 2023: Report



Apr 4, 2024
Heather Cherone
0 Comments
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The vast majority of the more than 537,000 traffic stops made by Chicago police in 2023 were based on dubious evidence of minor violations that took direct aim at Black and Latino Chicagoans but spared White Chicagoans, according to a new report from Impact for Equity, a nonprofit advocacy and research organization that has helped lead the push to reform the Chicago Police Department.
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Bill Ending Illinois’ Tipped Wage Advances, But Prospects Are Uncertain Amid Pushback



Apr 4, 2024
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[image: Karen Conn, president of Conn’s Hospitality Group in Springfield, speaks at a news conference April 3, 2024, at the Capitol. She said she will have to raise prices and cut employees’ hours and benefits if the state eliminates a tipped wage credit. (Cole Longcor / Capitol News Illinois)]

Current Illinois law allows employers to pay their tipped workers 60% of the state’s minimum wage. That amounts to $8.40 hourly, compared to the minimum wage of $14 per hour. If their wages plus tips do not equal minimum wage, the employer must make up the difference.
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Chicago, Federal Agencies Ramp Up Security Training Ahead of August’s Democratic National Convention



Apr 4, 2024
Amanda Vinicky
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[image: CPD chief of counter-terrorism Duane DeVries speaks at an April 4, 2024, news conference on DNC security. (WTTW News)]

The Secret Service will be responsible for security at the United Center and McCormick Place and their containment areas. The Chicago Police Department is responsible for everything outside the venues, including management of protests.
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Preservationist-Backed Study Finds Promontory Point Rock Wall is Good for Another 100 Years as Efforts Continue to Fight Off Demolition



Apr 4, 2024
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[image: Promontory Point. (Eric Allix Rogers / Preservation Chicago)]

An independent engineering study has concluded Promontory Point’s limestone blocks are still functioning as ample shoreline protection, which refutes a longstanding position held by the Army Corps of Engineers.
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Suburban Nurse Sentenced to 2 Years in Prison for Stealing Morphine From Patients



Apr 4, 2024
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[image: The Dirksen Courthouse is pictured in Chicago. (Capitol News Illinois)]

Sarah Diamond, 31, of Woodstock, pleaded guilty last year to a federal charge of tampering with a consumer product and was sentenced this week during a hearing in Chicago.
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When Voters Say ‘No’ to New Stadiums, What Do Professional Sports Teams Do Next?



Apr 4, 2024
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[image: Kansas City Chiefs fans gather outside Arrowhead Stadium before a NFL football game against the Oakland Raiders Sunday, Sept. 20, 2009 in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo / Ed Zurga, File)]

he defeat Tuesday of a three-eighths cent sales tax to fund a new downtown Royals ballpark and renovate the Chiefs’ Arrowhead Stadium was almost assuredly not the end of the matter. Other teams and cities have faced similar setbacks, and that hasn’t slowed a wave of stadium construction underway across the U.S.
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4 Chicago Police Officers Fired at Dexter Reed 96 Times in 41 Seconds After He Shot Officer in Arm: COPA

[image:  Chicago police officers surround an SUV driven by Dexter Reed moments before shots are fired on March 21, 2024. (Civilian Office of Police Accountability)]
 
	
Reform Groups Say CPD’s Plan to Handle Protests Around DNC Violates First Amendment, Consent Decree

[image: Protesters and police officers wearing riot gear have a standoff near Daley Plaza on Saturday, May 30, 2020. (Evan Garcia / WTTW News)]
 
	
Cook County Clerk Karen Yarbrough Dies at 73

[image: Karen Yarbrough (WTTW News)]
 
	
Johnson Misses Deadline to Nominate Permanent Chicago Police Oversight Board 
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Watch Live: NASA Livestream of Solar Eclipse Sweeping Across the US

[image: The 2017 solar eclipse. (Credit: NASA)]
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