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 [image: An image from Expo Chicago 2023. (Credit: Justin Barbin)]
 

  

 Our Picks for the Must-See Expo Chicago Events Hitting Town This Week
 

 Apr 9, 2024 | Angel Idowu 

 Expo Chicago is back for its eleventh anniversary this week and organizers are celebrating with a slew of programs, initiatives and digital events to engage the public both at Navy Pier and throughout the city. 


 
 


 [image: Harry Lennix, clockwise from left, Alana Arenas, Glenn Davis, Tamara Tunie, Ayanna Bria Bakari and Jon Michael Hill in Steppenwolf Theatre Company’s “Purpose.” (Credit: Michael Brosilow)]
 

  

 A Fictional Chicago Political Family Searches for ‘Purpose’ in Steppenwolf World Premiere: Review
 

 Apr 5, 2024 | Angel Idowu 

 “Purpose,” the new world premiere play from Branden Jacobs-Jenkins now running at Steppenwolf, is also a very specific story about a family rooted in Black American politics, featuring a Civil Rights activist, pastors and a congressman. 


 
 





 [image: Artist Yeison Perez, 31, is a Venezuelan migrant whose work will be on display at Starting Point Community Church from April 5-6, 2024. (WTTW News)]
 

  

 Venezuelan Migrant Depicts His Journey to Chicago in Series of Paintings
 

 Apr 4, 2024 | Joanna Hernandez 

 Last year, a Belmont Cragin pastor opened his church’s doors to house a group of migrants who were sleeping at a police station. One of the men has now created a series of paintings describing his journey to America. His artwork will be on display this weekend.


 
 


 [image: Kansas City Chiefs fans gather outside Arrowhead Stadium before a NFL football game against the Oakland Raiders Sunday, Sept. 20, 2009 in Kansas City, Mo. (AP Photo / Ed Zurga, File)]
 

 ,  

 When Voters Say ‘No’ to New Stadiums, What Do Professional Sports Teams Do Next?
 

 Apr 4, 2024 | Associated Press 

 he defeat Tuesday of a three-eighths cent sales tax to fund a new downtown Royals ballpark and renovate the Chiefs’ Arrowhead Stadium was almost assuredly not the end of the matter. Other teams and cities have faced similar setbacks, and that hasn’t slowed a wave of stadium construction underway across the U.S.
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 Beyoncé’s New Country Album Highlights How the Genre Has Long Been Shaped by Black Culture
 

 Apr 4, 2024 | Emily Soto 

 Black artists and culture have shaped the country genre for generations, pulling from the melodies of Black hymns and incorporating African instruments like the banjo. 


 
 


 [image: A photo of Frankie Knuckles is on display at an event commemorating the digitization of his vinyl record collection. (Angel Idowu / WTTW News)]
 

  

 Frankie Knuckles Remembered as ‘Guiding Force’ of House Music as 5,000 Vinyl Records Digitized
 

 Apr 3, 2024 | Angel Idowu 

 Members of Theaster Gates’ Rebuild Foundation have been working to restore Frankie Knuckles’ vinyl record collection for the last eight years.
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 Traveling This Summer? Avoid Packing These Items in Your Carry-On to Steer Clear of Delays, TSA Says
 

 Apr 3, 2024 | Eunice Alpasan 

 Get to the airport early and do your research ahead of time about what you can pack, TSA officials said.


 
 


 [image: WWII veterans Myron Petrakis and Marvin Elman meet in a nursing home in Evanston, Ill. (WTTW News)]
 

  

 Pen Pals for More Than 60 Years, WWII Veterans Linked by Deadly Ship Explosion Meet for First Time
 

 Apr 2, 2024 | Paris Schutz 

 Two local WWII veterans associated with a deadly ship explosion off the coast of Japan met in person for the very first time last week in Evanston. Myron Petrakis is just shy of his 102nd birthday; Marvin Elman is 97.


 
 





 [image: Iowa guard Caitlin Clark (22) celebrates after defeating LSU in an Elite Eight round college basketball game during the NCAA Tournament, Monday, April 1, 2024, in Albany, N.Y. (Mary Altaffer / AP Photo)]
 

  

 The Women’s NCAA Tournament Had Center Stage. The Stars, and the Games, Delivered in a Big Way
 

 Apr 2, 2024 | Associated Press 

 Millions of people — 12.3 million, the most to ever watch a women’s basketball game, according to ESPN — tuned in across America to watch the opener of an NCAA Tournament doubleheader that captivated fans like never before.


 
 


 [image: Conductor Klaus Makela performs with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at Orchestra Hall on April 14, 2022. (Credit: Todd Rosenberg photography)]
 

  

 28-Year-Old Finnish Conductor Klaus Mäkelä Chosen as New Music Director of Chicago Symphony Orchestra
 

 Apr 2, 2024 | Eunice Alpasan 

 Klaus Mäkelä has been called “perhaps the fastest-rising conductor of his generation” by The New York Times. He will be the 11th music director in the ensemble’s 133-year history.
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 ,  

 Chicago Tribune Reporter’s New Book Explores Lori Lightfoot’s Tumultuous Tenure Leading the City
 

 Apr 1, 2024 | Eunice Alpasan 

 “The City is Up for Grabs: How Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot Led and Lost a City in Crisis” by Chicago Tribune reporter Gregory Pratt offers an in-depth, behind-the-scenes look into Lightfoot's tumultuous tenure in office.


 
 


 [image: Parking lots on the Museum Campus near Soldier Field. (WTTW News)]
 

 ,  

 Friends of the Parks Encourage Thoughtful Approach as Bears Prepare Proposal for New Lakefront Stadium 
 

 Apr 1, 2024 | Emily Soto 

 While the team hasn’t yet released plans, Bears president Kevin Warren stated they would commit over $2 billion to transform the Museum Campus and revamp the surrounding infrastructure — all of which Warren hopes could begin as soon as this year.


 
 





 [image: Chicago Cubs starting pitcher Shota Imanaga throws against the Colorado Rockies during the first inning of a baseball game Monday, April 1, 2024, in Chicago. (AP Photo / Erin Hooley)]
 

  

 Shota Imanaga Stars in Major League Debut as Cubs Beat Rockies 5-0 in Wrigley Field Opener
 

 Apr 1, 2024 | Associated Press 

 Working in short sleeves on a cold, gray afternoon, Imanaga struck out nine in Chicago’s home opener. The Japanese left-hander, who signed a $53 million, four-year contract with the Cubs in January, allowed two singles and walked none.


 
 


 [image: Australian native Harry Milas is bringing “The Unfair Advantage” to Steppenwolf’s Merle Reskin Garage Theatre through April 21. (Courtesy of Harry Milas)]
 

  

 Gambling Meets Magic: Australian Magician Offers Insider’s View on Card Cheating and Casino Security
 

 Mar 29, 2024 | Marc Vitali 

 A magician who once worked in casino security is doubling down on revealing the secrets behind card tricks. And there’s a catch: Everyone must sign a confidentiality contract before the show.


 
 





 [image: FILE - Louis Gossett Jr. poses for a portrait in New York to promote the release of "Roots: The Complete Original Series" on Bu-ray on May 11, 2016. (Amy Sussman / Invision / AP, File)]
 

  

 Louis Gossett Jr., 1st Black Man to Win Supporting Actor Oscar, Dies at 87
 

 Mar 29, 2024 | Associated Press 

 Louis Gossett Jr. broke through on the small screen as Fiddler in the groundbreaking 1977 miniseries “Roots.” He won an Oscar for his performance in “An Officer and a Gentleman” opposite Richard Gere and Debra Winger.


 
 


 [image: Inside Good Shepherd Church in Little Village. (WTTW News)]
 

  

 ‘This is a Beautiful Way to Meditate’: Little Village Pastor Reflects on Stations of the Cross
 

 Mar 28, 2024 | Joanna Hernandez 

 On Friday, many Catholics will gather for the annual Stations of the Cross ceremony to mark Good Friday ahead of Sunday’s Easter holiday.
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4 Chicago Police Officers Fired at Dexter Reed 96 Times in 41 Seconds After He Shot Officer in Arm: COPA

[image:  Chicago police officers surround an SUV driven by Dexter Reed moments before shots are fired on March 21, 2024. (Civilian Office of Police Accountability)]
 
	
‘Watershed’ Moment for Chicago River System as Tougher Rules Take Effect for City’s Sewer Discharges

[image: A city of Chicago outfall at the Wild Mile floating wetland installation on the North Branch of the Chicago River. (Patty Wetli / WTTW News)]
 
	
Illinois Supreme Court Upholds Law Limiting Where Child Sex Offenders Can Live

[image: Illinois Supreme Court Justice David Overstreet is pictured in a file photo in the Supreme Court chamber. He authored a unanimous opinion upholding the state’s lifetime residency restrictions for child sex offenders. (Jerry Nowicki / Capitol News Illinois)]
 
	
State Republicans Killed an Indiana City’s Lawsuit to Stop Illegal Gun Sales. Why?

[image: Ragen Hatcher, a member of the Indiana House of Representatives from the 3rd district, poses for a photo at the Gary Sanitary District building in Gary, Ind., Tuesday, March 26, 2024. (Nam Y. Huh / AP Photo)]
 
	
Week in Review: Demands for Change at Prisoner Review Board; City Council Votes Against Punishment for Ald. Sigcho-Lopez
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