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Chicago Voters Will Get to Decide Whether City Council Should Have Power to Hike Taxes on Sales of Million-Dollar Properties, State Supreme Court Rules



Mar 13, 2024
Heather Cherone
0 Comments
[image: Mayor Brandon Johnson rallies supporters of the proposal known as Bring Chicago Home on Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023. (Heather Cherone / WTTW News)]

With three of the seven justices abstaining, the state’s highest court rejected an appeal from a coalition of real estate and development groups that sued the Chicago Board of Election Commissioners to knock the ballot measure off Tuesday’s ballot.
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Cook County State’s Attorney Candidates Look to Highlight Sharp Differences as Election Day Approaches 



Mar 13, 2024
Paris Schutz
0 Comments
[image: Eileen O’Neill Burke and Clayton Harris. (WTTW News)]

Two Democrats are vying to replace outgoing Cook County State’s Attorney Kim Foxx. The attack ads are flying and money is flowing in as the two candidates are attempting to highlight their differences.
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With Recession Fears Subsiding, New State Economic Forecast Expects ‘Firm but Steady Growth’



Mar 13, 2024
Jerry Nowicki — Capitol News Illinois
0 Comments
[image: Commission on Government Forecasting and Accountability chief economist Ben Varner (left to right), revenue manager Eric Noggle and executive director Clayton Klenke testify at the commission’s annual revenue update meeting in Springfield Tuesday. (Jerry Nowicki / Capitol News Illinois)]

The state’s two main fiscal forecasting agencies agree: Illinois’ finances will see a strong close in the final 3 ½ months of the fiscal year before things tighten a bit next year.
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Biden and Trump Clinch Nominations, Setting the Stage for a Grueling General Election Rematch



Mar 13, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: FILE - This combo image shows President Joe Biden, left, Jan. 5, 2024, and Republican presidential candidate former President Donald Trump, right, Jan. 19, 2024. (AP Photo, File)]

There is no longer any doubt that the fall election will feature a rematch between two flawed and unpopular presidents. At 81, Biden is already the oldest president in U.S. history, while the 77-year-old Trump is facing decades in prison as a defendant in four criminal cases.
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House GOP Launches New Probe of Jan. 6, Tries Shifting Blame for Capitol Attack Away From Trump



Mar 13, 2024
Associated Press
0 Comments
[image: FILE - Rioters loyal to President Donald Trump push against a line of police at the U.S. Capitol in Washington on Jan. 6, 2021. (Julio Cortez / AP Photo, File)]

The panel’s work comes as former President Donald Trump and President Joe Biden are galloping toward a 2020 rematch this fall. Republicans, some once skeptical of Trump’s return to the White House, have quickly been falling in line to support him.
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Chicago Architect John Ronan Selected to Design First National Memorial in D.C. Dedicated to Fallen Journalists



Mar 13, 2024
Eunice Alpasan
0 Comments
[image: The memorial will be built at the National Mall in Washington, D.C., near the U.S. Capitol Building on the east end of the park. (Paula Nardini / Pexels)]

"The role of the journalist has never been more important, and the ideals of a free press never more consequential than it is today," architect John Ronan said.
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15-Year-Old Girl Among 5 People Killed Overnight in Shootings Across Chicago: Police



Mar 13, 2024
Matt Masterson
0 Comments
[image: Police vehicle file photo. (Michael Izquierdo / WTTW News)]

The homicides all occurred within a matter of hours between 10 p.m. Tuesday and 12:30 p.m. Wednesday, according to the Chicago Police Department.
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March 12, 2024 - Full Show



Mar 12, 2024
WTTW News
0 Comments
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Chicago’s whopping overtime bill. Are chronic pain sufferers the latest victims of the opioid crisis? And the race for Cook County state’s attorney heats up.
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Chronic Pain Patients Suffer From Opioid Epidemic Overcorrection



Mar 12, 2024
DePaul’s Center for Journalism Integrity and Excellence
0 Comments
[image: Melzinnia Connolly, of Norwood Park, on Feb. 6, 2024. Connolly has been diagnosed with nerve damage and was prescribed opioids. (DePaul’s Center for Journalism Integrity and Excellence)]

According to the Illinois Prescription Monitoring Program, both the number of opioid prescriptions written and the number of patients served dropped by almost half since 2015.
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Chicago Spent $524M on Overtime in 2023, Including $293M for Police, Setting New Records



Mar 12, 2024
Heather Cherone
0 Comments
[image: (Michael Izquierdo / WTTW News)]

The Chicago Police Department spent $293 million on overtime last year, 40% more than in 2022 and nearly three times the $100 million earmarked for police overtime set by the Chicago City Council as part of the city’s 2023 budget, according to data obtained by WTTW News.
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Many Illinois Companies Will Soon Be Required to List Pay Scales, Benefits in Job Postings



Mar 12, 2024
Amanda Vinicky
0 Comments
[image: Illinois State Capitol. (WTTW News)]

Illinois has laws to protect against gender discrimination in pay, but it can be difficult for workers to know whether there’s a pay discrepancy. That may be easier to figure out starting next year.
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Illinois DCFS, Other State Agencies to Hold Job Fair Thursday at UIC



Mar 12, 2024
Eunice Alpasan
0 Comments
[image: (WTTW News)]

The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services and several other state agencies are holding a job fair Thursday at the UIC Jane Addams College of Social Work.
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The Cicadas Are Coming, Do Your Trees Need Protecting? Experts Weigh In



Mar 12, 2024
Patty Wetli
0 Comments
[image: Hordes of female periodical cicadas will be laying their eggs in small tree branches. (Armed Forces Pest Management Board / Flickr Creative Commons)]

Young trees could be vulnerable to damage from the emergence of millions of periodical cicadas in Illinois this spring. Here are tips on how to protect your trees.
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With 3 More Cases of Measles Confirmed in Pilsen Shelter, Total Rises to 7 as CDC Team Arrives in Chicago



Mar 12, 2024
Heather Cherone
0 Comments
[image: The former industrial building at 2241 S. Halsted St. that has been converted into the city's largest shelter. (WTTW News)]

City health officials did not immediately identify whether the latest people to contract measles are children or adults, nor did they disclose their condition, as they have with all other cases of measles.
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Friends of the Parks to the Chicago Bears: Play Ball With Stakeholders on New Stadium Plans 



Mar 12, 2024
Patty Wetli
0 Comments
[image: (WTTW News)]

The parks advocacy group said it isn’t chasing the Bears out of Chicago, but wants an “open, clear and free discourse driven by the public instead of private interests.”
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Howard Brown Health Hit With Complaint From National Labor Board



Mar 12, 2024
Blair Paddock
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[image: Howard Brown Health sign. (WTTW News)]

The move comes seven months after the NLRB found merit or partial merit in the Howard Brown Health Works United’s allegations. This complaint reiterates those allegations, including declaring an impasse and refusing to bargain over layoffs.
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Cook County Board Set to Approve $17M Settlement With Jackie Wilson, Who Spent Decades Behind Bars Following Wrongful Murder Conviction



Mar 12, 2024
Matt Masterson
0 Comments
[image: Jackie Wilson responds to a question from the media at a news conference announcing a lawsuit filed on his behalf on Wednesday, June 30, 2021. (WTTW News)]

The Cook County Board of Commissioners will vote on the proposed settlement with Jackie Wilson, who was convicted of the 1982 killings of Chicago police Officers William Fahey and Richard O’Brien, based largely on a false confession he said he gave after he was repeatedly beaten and electroshocked.
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[image: Jackie Wilson responds to a question from the media at a news conference announcing a lawsuit filed on his behalf on Wednesday, June 30, 2021. (WTTW News)]
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WTTW News Explains: Why Will There Be So Many Cicadas in Illinois This Year?

[image: A graphic that says "The Return of the Cicadas." (WTTW News)]
 
	
State Spends $73M to Protect Illinois’ Only Undeveloped Lake Michigan Shoreline

[image: Breakwater structures being constructed along the Lake Michigan shoreline in Illinois Beach State Park. (Courtesy of Michels Construction Inc.)]
 
	
CTA Data Shows Reliance on Overtime, Chronic FOIA Delays and Years of Mischaracterized Records
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The Baltimore Collapse Focused Attention on Vital Bridges. Thousands Are in Poor Shape Across the US

[image: The Fishing Wars Memorial Bridge, which has been closed indefinitely since October 2023 after the Federal Highway Administration raised safety concerns, is shown Tuesday, March 26, 2024, in Tacoma, Wash. (Lindsey Wasson / AP Photo)]
 
	
At Least 7 People Killed by Gunfire Across Chicago Over Easter Holiday Weekend: Police

[image: (Michael Izquierdo / WTTW News)]
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